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THE Rambler has recently written
of a number of historic trees,
including the Webster oak at
the Vineyard, the Howard

T'ayne chestnut at Chichester, on the
Eastern branch, and the Humboldt sassafrastrees in the grounds of the Soldiers'Home. This subject has recalled
a giant black walnut tree which stood
In the grounds of Gunston Hall a few
years ago and probably stands there
now. I'nder that tree often sat Thomas
Jefferson and George Mason, and, presumably.other distinguished persons
who were friends of Mason and who
were frequent visitors at his home.
Some of these friends and neighbors

were Raleigh Travers, of the great
Raleigh family, and who married the
half-sister of Mary Ball of Epping
Forest: Col. Teter Daniel of Crows*

the Hedgemans. Mountjoys, Col.
Thomas Ludwell Lee of Berry Hill and
Bellvue. Daniel Carroll Brent of Richland.the Fitzhughs of Boscobel. the
Kwells of Belle Air. the Seldens of
Salvington. the Waughs of Belle
Blaine. Richard Henry Lee of Chan*illy. William Fitzhugh of Ravensworth.John Augustine Washington of
Bushtield. Richard Stuart of Cedar
drove, Henry Fltzhugh of Bedford, the
Chiehesters of Xewineton. Col. Blackburnof Rippon Lodge. the Fairfaxes
«>f Bellvoir and the Washingtons of
?.Iount Vernon.

*
* *

There is no doubt in the mind of the
Rambler that all these colonial notablesand their families have rested in
the shade of that black walnut tree.
In addition to these, many of the great
characters of the prerevolutionary,
the revolutionary and the early republicanperiods were guests at one time
or another of George Mason of Gunstonliall. He was a man of great influenceand his opinion and advice were
pourtf>d hv men who were eonsninuous
In the public eye in those times.
The Rambler has spent many happy,

sunny hours lounging under that tree
and dreaming of the sage of Gunston.
In the popular understanding George
Mason does not bulk large as a founder
of the American republic, but the nationowes much to his memory. In the
prerevoiutionary and t'onstitution-makingeras few men stood as high as
Mason. He was a devoted believer in
popular government and a magnificent
champion of the American commons.
He was a might exponent of the theory
of a governing system where there
should be "liberty without license and
authority without despotism." He was
the inspiration of George Washington
and Thomas Jefferson, and they leaned
on him for counsel. He was also an
inspiration to James Madison, the
father of the Constitution, and it was
Patrick Henry who gave voice to the
sentiments of Mason.
In years long gone the Rambler wrote

some meditations on Gunston Hall, and.
reflecting on how Mason's mind had
influenced many of the prominent figuresin our historv. wrote-

Mason forged many thunderbolts which other
men hurled. He of'en spoke with the tongues of
other men. and his wisdom shone in the bouse of
burgesses, tbe Continental Congress and the constitutionalconvention. His spirit lives In the
Declaration of Independence. In this there is
no will to wrong the memory of Washington.
Jefferson or Madison.no wish to offend tbe names
of those patriots who loom tbe larger as their
times recede.whose goodness grows plainer as
the perspective lengthens. There Is in this
only a humble desire to tell that Mason was a
great Virginian, and. if service to one's country i»e
the test of greatness, that he was a great man
among the mighty men whose strength ban s ed
from our land the banner of St. George. Thomas
Jefferson said that George Mason was the wisest
man of bis generation, and James Madison said
be was the ablest debater he had ever known.

m
* *

It was George Mason of Gunston who,
after conference and correspondence
with Washington, drew up the non-importationresolutions offered by Washingtonand adopted by the Virginia assemblyin 1769. He was the author of
a tract styled. "Extracts from the VirginiaCharters and Some Remarks
Upon Them," supporting the contenlfflffW
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ItlzVnrv trained and accustomed to arms..Preai.IentWoodrow Wilson in his annual address to
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MOTE the words, "a citizenry
trained and accustomed to
arms." About the definition of
that term there has been much

pother.
The thought expressed in the term is

not new. In fact, it has been with the
country since its very foundation.
Once the American people were "trainedand accustomed to arms." They had
to be. Preservation of their scalps intactagainst the envious Indans, as

well as procuring their flesh food supply,compelled them to know how to
shoet.

*
* *

But, for several generations, the
Americans have become more and more
urban dwellers. Most of the men of
the country today live in cities. Most
of them never pulled a trigger. With
them the perils of the chase consist in
dodging trolley cars and automobiles
In an effort to reach the butcher shop.
Their foes are not the scalp-lifting Indians,but the furniture-lifting installmenthouse collector.
They have grown away from the ancientconception of "a citizenrv trained

and accustomed to arms."
Read the recent lengthy debates !n

Congress and you will observe there
the reflection of various and conflictingschools of thought in the country,
resulting from modern day conditions.
There are some who think the countryneeds no defense, either of a

"trained" citizenry or otherwise.
Others prefer a hired army of substantialproportions to do whatever
fighting might be necessary. .Still
others opposing, as contrary to the
spirit of American institutions, a large
standing army, hold with the Presidentthat the national dependency must
be on a trained citizenry.
But among these there are subdivisionsof thought. Several congressmen

advanced the idea in the debate that
because the volunteer riflemen commandedby Andrew Jackson defeated
British regulars at New Orleans, there
was no reason to doubt that American
citizens could not repeat the performancetomorrow if necessary.

*
* *

Others held that training in the use
of the rifle is more necessary now than
ever before, since the rifle of today ia
a far more complicated and dangeroua
weapon than it ever was before, anil
that instead of having the same proportionof citizens who can use th<
rifle, we have a less proportion than at
any time in the past.
Betting aside all that debate, how

ever, the fact remains and is generally
recognized that the president's stronf
words promise to bring about in th<
country a revival of interest in rifl«
shooting, not only among the units o
the Army. Navy and Marine Corps an<
National Guard, but among citiz' a a:
well.
How many persons are there in th<

country trained and accustomed t<
arms?
The census shows that there are soim

1 <,000,000 males of military age.be
twees eighteen and forty-flve yean

tion that the British parliament had
not the right to levy taxes on the
American colonies. That tract had a
wide circulation and influence. At the
meeting of the citizens of Fairfax
county, held at Fairfax courthouse.
then situated at what is now a barren
spot, called "Freedom Hill".in July,
1774. and of which meeting George
Washington was moderator. Mason
presented twenty-four resolutions in
advocacy of non-intercourse with the
mother country. Those resolutions
were also adopted by the Virginia convention.which assembled at Williamsburgin August, 1774. It was that
body which elected Peyton Randolph,
«vn_nuru neiu V lice, wruigc a.r*iuiij£

ton,Patrick Henry, Richard Bland,
Benjamin Harrison and Kdmund Pen-
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dleton delegates to the first ContinentalCongress, and that Congress
substantially adopted the Mason resolutions.
Mason declined election to the ContinentalCongress, and once declined

to serve after having been elected, but
he sat in and took a prominent part
in the constitutional convention of
1787. In the discussions leading up to
the formation of the Constitution,
Mason opposed slavery, holding that it
was "a source of national weakness
and demoralization." He advocated
the direct election of the President by
the people for a term of seven years,
with ineligibility for re-election. He
opposed the requirement of a property
qualification for voters, and also opposedthe plan to make slaves equal
to freemen as a basis for representationin the electoral college and in the
national legislature. He refused to
sign the Constitution and. with Patrick
Henry, fought against its ratification
by the state of Virginia.
In the Virginia convention to ratify
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old.in the United States. No man
knows how many of them can shoot a

rifle. Military authorities guess that
the number is small.
There are, roughly, 55,000 men in the

Navy and Marine Corps who have more
or less rtaining with the rifle, and
86,000 in the army. Nevertheless, it
has been stated that not more than
60 per cent of the men in those armed
forces are really effective shots.
that is, suitably instructed for battle
purposes. Of course, it must be taken
into consideration that this is fixing
a higher standard of marksmanship
than exists today in any European
army. But, counting in all as qualified,
here are 141,000.
In the debate on the military appropriationbill in the House in the latter

part of January, Representative Cooper
of Wisconsin said:

It has been stated in this debate that
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LIEiT. ALBKRT S. JOXEM,

Secretary of National Rifle Aaaoclatioa.
(I'hoto by Cllatdiuf t.)

there is approximately 111,000 militia
in the United States who are supposed
to be fitting themselves should the
country call on them to help defend it.
Of that number, 44,000 did not appear
on the rifle raages for target practice
last year.

*
i * *

"Now, it was once truly and forceful"ly said by a very distinguished Amerl5can that 'in war the only shots thai
t count are those that hit.' ^nglanc
. today is training her militia to shoot
f I have seen pictures recently, repro*ductions o fphotographs, showing how
g I-ord Kitchener has, if I may use th<
f expression, the green militia and vol1unteers out in England trying to teacl
s them in this time of great stress, o:

possible dire emergency, how to fihoot
e Thousands of them had never befon
> had a rifle in their hands, did not know
ho to load it, did not know how t<

e sight it, did not know anything abou
- how to elevate or depress the rnuzzh

of a gun to hit an enemy at 300 to 501

TH ^
the Constitution Mason was the leader
of the forces opposed to ratification,
and standing- with him were Patrick
Henry, Benjamin Harrison, James
Monroe and William Grayson. Opposingthese and standing for ratificationwere John Marshall, Edmund Randolph.Richard Henry Lee, George
Washington and James Madison, and so
great was Mason's influence that in 168
votes the majority for ratification was

only ten, and that majority was obtainedonly after the requisite number
of states had formally adopted the
Constitution, so that the ratification or

non-ratiflcation by Virginia made littledifference.
Not far from the black walnut tree

is a grave marked with a simple graniteheadstone inscribed, "George
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IEB AT GUJiSTON HALL.

Mason, Author of the Bill or Rights and
the First Constitution of Virginia,
1726-1792. '

The Rambler knew Gunston Hall
when it was almost ruinous. Several
years after the civil war, while it was
in a state of great dilapidation, it was
acquired by Col. Edward Daniels, who
partially restored it. Col. Daniels came
to Virginia from the north, at one time
edited the Richmond Journal and was
an intimate friend of President Grant.
He aspired to the Senate from Virginia,
and at one time ran for the House of
Representatives against Eppa Hunton.
Col. Daniels lost. He was a republican.
From Col. Daniels Gunston Hall

passed to Joseph Specht of St. Louis,
who did much to rehabilitate the place.
Mr. Specht died in 1902, or 1903, and
Gunston remained in possession of his
heirs for a few years. Then it was
bought by Paul Kester, who at one
time also owned Woodlawn, the home
of Nellie Custis, after she became the
wife of Lawrence Lewis, the son of
Betty Washington. Not long ago
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yards, or at any other distance. Trainingof this sort is something that we
ought, either by national legislation or
state legislation to bring out."
Representative Cooper's statement as

to the lack of rifle practice in the organizedmilitia is borne out by War
Department reports. Lieut. Townsend
Whelen, U. S. A., reporting to the generalstaff, finds that the number of the
organized militia last year "who
reached that state of excellence with
the rifle as to be judged fit for battle
purposes was only 33.43 per cent of
the whole force."
Even if the entire 111,000 of militia,

Instead of only one-third of it, was
trained Bomewhat in the use of the
rifle, that number, added to the maximumof 141,000 in the sea and land permamentarmed forces, makes a total of
only 252,000 men.
As opposed to this, all students of the

situation agree that the very least the
United States would need of land forces
.quie aside from the navy.to defend
its soil in event of invasion would be
1,000,000.
Now, as to statistics on civilians Instructedin the use of the rifle. The

great shooting organization of the countryis the National Rifle Association.
At the annual meeting of the board of
directors of that organization, held in
Washington January 13 last, Lieut. AlbertS. Jones, the secretary, reported
that of the civilian rifle clubs affiliated
with the association there are now 270,
with a total membership of 10,077. Rifle
clubs in universities and colleges affiliatedwith the association have 2.771
wam. nnH school clubs, also affiliated.
about 4,883, or a total civilian fore© of
17,721, which, added to the 252,</w0,
makes a total of 269,731.

*
* *

Naturally, everybody who knows how
to shoot a rifle is not a member of one

of these affiliated clubs. But the ten

dency of the average American who is
good in some form of sport is to join a

club devoted to that sport. Home of
the clubs affiliated with the National
Rifle Association are in the neweBt and
wildest parts of the country.

t Hence it is that students of the situaI
tion, having these statistics in their

possession, doubt that there are more

] than 300,000 Americans, in and out of

r the military service, at the outside,
who, without an extended course of

i training after the need came, can "shoot
* for nuts," as the English put it, and
i by shooting is meant the intelligent use

f of the army rifle.
To put it otherwise, only one man in

e every fifty-three in the available 16,r000,000 males of military age can be set
y down as in any remote degree trained,
t Thus, President Wilson's earnest
ft words on the matter of the necessity
I foj^'a citizenry trained and accustomed

5 heGunston Hall passed from the Rosters.
It has come now into possession of a

family, described to the Rambler by a

soldier friend of his as one of the most
delightful in the land.

*
* *

The Mason family in Virginia grew to

be a numerous one and there are

"Mason homes" in many localities in the
state. George Mason the Great was the
fourth American George Mason, being
the great-grandson of George Mason
who came to Virginia after the royalist
disaster at Worcester and landed at
Accokeek. One of this Mason's fellow-
refugees was Col. Gerard Fowke, a son
of Roger Fowke of Brewood Hall and
Gunston. a hamlet In Staffordshire.
Thus the name of Gunston Hall representsa Fowke memory and not an ancestralhall of the Masons in England.
The original Gunston Hall was standingwhen it was visited in 1865 by
James M. Mason. It was then owned
by the Gifford family, who had owned
Boscobel, near Gunston, where Charles
II lay concealed after Worcester.
In March, 1655, George Mason, 1st,

obtained a patent to lands in that part
of Northumberland county- which becameWestmoreland county. Among
his neighbors were John Washington,
the first'of the American Washingtons,
and who settled on Bridges creek, or it
may have been Popes creek, about a
mile and a half to the south; Col.
Gerard Fowke, John Leare, Thomas
Lunsford, who had been Sir Thomas
Lunsford, and Capt. Giles Brent. George
Mason, 1st, died about 1686. George
Mason, 2d, lived somewhere on Dogue
Neck, perhaps on the lands on which
William Fairfax, the cousin and Virginiaagent of Thomas Lord Fairfax,
built Belvoir. In 1692 he was sheriff
of Stafford county, out of which Fairfaxcounty was created. In 1696 he
bought of Wiliam Sherwood 2,100 acres in
Dogue Neck and 200 acres near Little
Hunting creek, which later became a
part of the Mount Vernon property. In
1704 he bought the land on which the
villacre of Oocontian stands now. »nd
in 1714, with James Hereford, he
bought 2,244 acres about where the
village of Accotink stands.
Thus Mason (George, 2d) was married

to Mary Fowke, daughter of Gerard
Fowke, 2d, of Charles county, Md. At
her death he married Elizabeth Waugh,
daughter of Rev. John Waugh, and he
married a third time, but the name of
that wife seems not to have been preserved.He had numerous children as
the result of the three marriages, and
they married Into the Fitzhugh, Mercer.
Dinwiddle and Bronaugh families.

* *
George Mason, 3d, was the firft son

of Mason, 2d, and Mary Fowke. Ha was
sheriff of Stafford county and was a

member of the Spotswood "OMden
Horseshoe" expedition to the Blue
Ridge in 1716. He was also "commander-in-chiefof all his majesty's militia
in the county of Stafford." He was a

member of the house of burgesses and
was married, in 1721, to Anne Thomson,
daughter of Stevens Thomson, attorney
general of Virginia. Breaking with the
Virginia administration of Gov. Huerh
Drysdale, who had succeeded Spotswood,he removed to a beautiful seat on
Chlcamuxen creek. Charles county,
Md., and the Rambler has often stood
on the site of the house. In l'»35 he
was drowned by the capsizing of the
sailboat in which he was returning
home after a visit to Virginia,
It was this George Mason, 3d, who

obtained the patent to the island at
Washington called Analostan, and to a
tract of land opposite Georgetown,
where he established the ferry, which
continued for a century, and which was

finally succeeded by a toll bridge,
about on the site of the Aqueduct
bridge. That was not the first ferry,
however, for Peter Awbrey had establishedone below Analostan Island.
Mason bought out Awbrey and establisheda new ferry over the river, above
the upper end of the island.
George Mason, 3d, in 1725, was livingat the Mason home at Occoquan

Neck, the place being called Woodbridge.There and in that year his
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to arms" have given heart to those
who, year in and year out, have been
advocating the. wider diffusion of
knowledge of the shooting game
among Americans. They see in them
promise of help to instill in Americans
a better knowledge of shooting.
Among these advocates, and nowforemost«unong them, is an old associateand a friend of President Wilson,

Lieut. Col. William Libbey, New JerseyNational Guard, otherwise Prof.
Libbey, professor of physical geographyat Princeton University and directorsince 1883 of the university
museum of geology and archelogy.
On January 18 last Col. Libbey was

ele<?te«d president of the National Rifle
Association, and already he is busy
on the association's manifold activities
in fostering in America an interest in
rifle shooting.
In science Prof. Libbey has a worldwidereputation. He is an officer of the

French academy, a member of many
French and British and American
learned societies and the author of severalworks on the archelogy of the
Jordan valley.
In rifle shooting Col. Libbey has an

equally wide reputation. He was the
adjutant of the American rifle team
which went to the Olympic games at
Stockholm in 1912, and shot rings
around the world's most expert militaryrifle teams, winniner a&raln for
America the world's military rifle championship,which first had been won by
the American team at the Olympic
games in Londop in 1908.

*
* *

The fact is that while rifle shooting
in the United States has not nearly
the popularity that Col. Libbey wishes
it had, the country has produced,
among the limited number of men who
follow the sport, an extraordinary
number of very high class shots. In
other words, a few experts have been
produced, rather than having a "citizenrytrained and accustomed to arms."
Under the presidency of Col. Libbey

it is expected that the National Rifle
Association will develop the policy it
initiated several years ago of attainingthe latter.and larger.end.
Col. Libbey became Interested in the

military defenses of the country a
number of years ago. A governor of
the Society of the Colonial Wars and
a member of other patriotic societies,
he always had an academic interest in
the Subject. In 1900 he organized
among the students at Princeton CompanyL of the 2d Infantry, New Jersey
National Guard, and became its captain.
It grew into a strong shooting company.In 1906 he was made assistant
inspector of small arms practice of the
state, with the rank of lieutenant
colonel, and has since held that position.
The whole end and purpose of the

National Rifle Association, which was
organised In 1872, is to accustom

son, George Mason, 4th), who became
George Mason, sage of Gunston, was
born. Young George lived over in
Maryland, on Chicainuxen creek, with
his father, but after the senior's death,
by drowning, in 1735, he and his mother
went to live at the Thomson home at
Chappawamsic, and later young George
w*ent to live with his uncle, John
Mercer, who had leased from Mrs.
Thomson Mason the home at Occoquan.
George Mason, 4th, was married in

by Rev. John Moncure, rector of
Overwharton parish. Stafford county, to
Ann Eilbeck, daughter of William Eilbeckof Mattawoman, Charles county,
Md. It was about 1755. and not later
than 1758, that George Mason, then one
of the most learned and distinguished
men in Virginia, began the building of
his great new house which, in honor of
his Fowke ancestry and because he
liked the name, he called Gunston Hall.
The Rambler has often walked from

the railroad station, Lorton, to Gunston
Hall, stopping at the site of the first
Pohick church and making a side excursionto another Mason home, called

GUNSTC

Lexington. He has then walked down
to the dilapidated wharf at Gunaton
landing:, missed the boat and walked
back to Lorton, to miss the last train,
and then walked on to the cars at
Mount Vernon. That walk, unincumbered,might be a picnic to a tough and
seasoned wanderluster, but, burdened
with a camera, box of plates and other
impedimenta, the Rambler has found it
"some stroll." The Rambler and his
friend and fellow-historian, James
Croggan. are not walking as far and
as fast as they used to. It is not that
they are so much older, but because
they are so much wiser.

m
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Facts About Washington's Site.

THE history of the lands on which
Washington is built and the historyof the »ple and the families

owning tho. .ds is a subject that
has appealed to the imagination of a

great many persons, but has engaged
the industry of an exceedingly small
number. It is a quest that requires
time, patience and somewhat of an inclinationto delve among musty records,
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ifle Is a More Compli
American manhood to the use of the
rifle. Hence its promotion of the organizationof rifle clubs and its effortsto enlarge interest in rifle cornpetitions.This association now has
affiliated with it 270 civilian rifle clubs,
forty-nine university and college clubs,
ninety-three school clubs, twenty-two
state associations, eighty regiments
and fifty companies.
Eighty-six of the civilian clubs joinedsince last April, when- a new law

went into effect permitting such clubs
to draw from the government arsenals
Krag rifles.the former army weapon,
of which the government has some
300,000 in stock.and ammunition in
limited quantities for the same. East
year the civilian clubs drew 228 rifles
and 252,980 rounds of ammunition. The
resulting practice developed 304 civilianswho qualified as expert riflemen,
the highest classification of military
shots; 133 as sharpshooters and 151 as

*
* *

Most of the college clubs, unlike the
civilian clubs proper, do not work on

the long ranges, but do most of their
shooting on the shorter ranges and in
indoor galleries. Nevertheless they producedforty-fiv eexperts, sixty-six sharpshootersand sixty-six marksmen. At
the four military camps held for collegestudents under the auspices of the
War Department last summer thirtyoneexperts, 114 sharpshooters and 219
marksmen were qualified.

Kifle shooting among schools is a

comparatively new activity in the
association. Twenty-two new clubs
were added last year to the roll.
Eighty per cent of these clubs are in
the public schools, where, naturally,
the shooting is on indoor ranges, where
the important primary instruction is
imparted.
The delicate position of the nation

owing to the European war has had an

effect, regarded only as temporary, to
check civilian clubs. The War Departmenthas ceased the issue of Krag rifles
to civilian clubs, no doubt for diplomaticreasons.
But there are other ways of promotingrifle practice, and the association is

earnest in working on those. The nation-widecharacter of the organization
is indicated from the list of officers
chosen at the election, January 13, as

follows:
President, Lieut. Col. William Libbey,

New Jersey; first vice president, Brig.
Gen. Fred B. Wood, adjutant general of
Minnesota; second vice president, Brig.
Gen. Louis W. Stotesbury, adjutant
general of New York; third vice president,J. Van Holt Nash of Atlanta,
Ga.; treasurer, Lieut. Col. Glendie B.
Young, District of Columbia National
Guard; secretary, Lieut. Albert S. Jones,
Washington, D. C.
Additional members of the executive

committee; Brig. Gen. Charles H. Cole,
if

after having traced or trailed those
records to their cell or tomb.
The metes and bounds and the names

of the farms which covered the site of
the old city of Washington at the time
the conclusion was arrived at to locate
the permanent seat of government here
are well known, and the Rambter has
lately presented a number of facts on
this subject, obtained from a "View of
the City of Washington in 1792 and
1911," prepared by the geological survey,and trom researches made by the
late Hugh Taggart, as well as from the
recently issued first volume of WilhelmusB. Bryan's work. "History of
the National Capital from Its FoundationThrough the Period of the Adoptionof the Organic Act." These men,
us well as other local historians and
antiquaries, have brought together
quite a sum of interesting matter concerningthe farm owners of the site of
Washington in 1790, 1791. 1792 and 1793.
It is in the matter of the farms, the farm
names, the farm owners and the familieson the site of Washington from
the time that white settlers made their
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way along: the Eastern branch and
Rock creek un to the time of the selec-
tion of this locality as an appropriate
site for the National Capital that facts
are scanty.
A man who has contributed a great

deal to knowledge concerning the site
of Washington is a civil engineer, whose
name is Walter Atlee. He has spent a
large measure of time among the recordsat Marlborough and at Annapolis
which have a bearing on the lands and
the people of this locality before its
dedication by Maryland to the United
States, and he has rummaged among
the record treasures relating to embryo
Washington, which are in possession of
the office of public buildings and
grounds.

*
*

One of the results of Mr. Atlee's work,
which he has shown to the Rambler, is
a plot of the Widow Wheeler's property,along the north side of the Easternbranch, which he has reconstructed
from old plats, surveys and other data.
The name of this tract, which extended
along the Eastern branch from about
the site of the Anacostia bridge to the
Pennsylvania Avenue bridge, is set

DAK "WITH
000 Americans Eligible
rernment, the National
Citizenry Trained and
i's Dependence.More
icated and Dangerous
adjutant general of Massachusetts;
Col. S. W. Brookhart, Iowa; Capt.
Thomas Holcomb, jr., U. S. M. C.; Lieut.
Col. William M. Wright, U. S. A., adjutantgeneral's department, representativeof the Secretary of War.

*
> *

No activity of the association is producinglarger results in public interest
than its national championship competitionon indoor gallery ranges.primarywork in developing military
shots, of course, but still Important. The
national board for the promotion of rifle
practice, a government body, offers trophiesto be competed for by civilian, college,high school and military school
rifle clubs. Thirty-six civilian clubs have
entered for the 1915 interclub event,
each club shooting in its own gallery
under officers appointed by the National
Rifle Association, the results being exchangedby telegraph. The clubs are dividedinto three classes of twelve each.
Then there are the intercollegiate

matches, with thirty-two teams competing;in the high school matches,
thirty schools are represented, coveringthe country from Portland, Me., to
San Francisco, and in the military
school competition sixteen of the leadingacademies of the country are entered.
from this can De observed somethingof what the National Rifle Association

is doing to train the citizenry In the
knowledge and use of arms.
Some years ago, recognising the need.

Congress created the national board
for the promotion of rifle practice,which is the body which directs all
military rifle competitions, makes rules
and regulations for their conduct, givestrophies, and, operating largely through
the National Rifle Association, labors
diligently to live up to its name. The
assistant secretary of war is ex-ofllciochairman of the board, which now
consists of the following: Henry C.
Breckinridge, assistant secretary of
war; Capt. Roy Smith, V. S. N.; Capt.
S. J. Bayard Schlndel, U. S. A.: Capt.
Thomas Holcomb, jr., U. S. M. C.; Lieut.
Col. William Libbey, New Jersey; MaJ.
Gen. J. Clifford R. Foster, Florida;
Lieut. Col. S. W. Brookhart, Iowa, and
Gen. James A. Drain, Washington,

a
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At the annual meeting of this board
in Washington January It and IE last
one of the chief questions considered
was the matter of ranges upon which
members of the organized militia und
civilians may be trained. It is recognizedthat there would be much more
rifle shooting in the country were there
more places on which to shoot. The
average man in the city, even if he be
connected with a .militia organization,
has difficulty In journeying the long
distance to a long-distance range, even
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down as Cerne Abb© Manor. When the
District, north of the Potomac river,
was transferred to the federal governmentby the state of Maryland. Cerne
Abbe Manor was the name of the Carrollfarm, on which the Capitol, Senate
and House office buildings and the
Union station stand. Its eastern boundarywas generally along the line of
2d street east. But here is an old plat
which gives the name Cerne Abbe
Manor to the Wheeler farm, on the
Eastern branch, showing that that
farm was carved out of Cerne Abbe
Manor, and that, therefore, at a date
much earlier than the decision to removethe seat of government here
Cerne Abbe Manor covered a much
larger part of the site of Washington
than it did in 1790. This part of Cerne
Abbe Manor had evidently been separatedfrom the parent tract for some
time, as inclosed in it are two tracts
that had been surveyed and had acquirednames, and, no doubt, had
nasRfid throuerh the nossession of a
number of holders. The western and
the larger of these Wheeler tracts was
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called "Adventure," and the eastern
and smaller was called by the unpoetic
name of "Hogpen Enlarged."
Some of the facts set forth in Mr. Atlee'splot were obtained from a drawing

entitled "A Plan of a Part of the City
of Washington in the Vicinity of the
Eastern Branch Ferry," which was
made, probably, in 1793, and it shows
the situation of the buildings and three
small graveyards* on the property of
the Widow Wheeler. "The Widow
Wheeler" was Elizabeth Young, daughterof William Young, owner of much
of the land on which Washington is
built, and Elizabeth received this Easternbranch property from her father in
March, 1778, probably at the time of
her marriage to Aquilla Wheeler.
The Atlee view of the Eastern branch

farm shows the Commissioners' wharf
on the Wheeler land. The wharf is
plotted at the foot of 14th street, and
its south end touches the present noi th
bulkhead line of the Anacostia ri\er
improvement project. This wharf,
which extends to the "ship channel"
of the Eastern branch, occupies the site
of the Wheeler ferry, which crossed
from the Wheeler property to the Mat-
thew Wigfleld property, on the south
side. Leading: northwest is a road
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if there be one within an hour's journeyof the city, and there are few such
ranges in the vicinity of the principal
cities of the country.
In presenting this subject. Lieut.

Townsend Whelen set forth the facts
as follows:
"We have at present a large number

of ranges at maneuver grounds, etc.,
at which field firing can be had while
troops are in camp. What is badly
needed is a large number of ranges, to
which any one can go for an afternoon's
practice.for Lieut. Whelen wants
civilians to practice as well as militiamen.
"The skill in marksmanship demanded

of individuals for battle purposes," he
went on, "can be acquired as well by a

gallery course and firing at 200 yarde
with service charges as at the longer
ranges."
The upshot of the discussion was the

( . A

LIEUT. COL. G. B. YOUNG,
Treasurer of National Rifle Association.

appointment of a committee to investigatethe matter of securing ranges near
cities throughout the country, and to
act with the assistant secretary of war
in endeavoring "to increase the appropriationfor the use of the national
uvmu iui me ^>t umviivii vi i i>iv |/iavticein promoting the training of the
citizenry in the use of arms."

* *
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Then, in accord with the new spirit
that President Wilson's words has infusedinto the rifle shooting fraternity,
the board further determined that, for
the first time, teams representing the
universities, colleges and military
schools will be admitted to the national
matches of this year.
These national matches are the great

event in American rifledom. To them
lead up all minor rifle events. Heretoforeteams were admitted only from
the regular army infantry, Hie regulararmy cavalry, the navy, the MarineCorps, the Military Academy, the
Naval Acadomy and the National Guard
of the several states and territories.
West Point sent a team only one year.

s

called the **Ferrv road" It passe*
through a deep cut. through what later
became square south 1048. crosses M
street between 13th and l*th streets
southeast and passes into square 1048.
which was part of the tract called Hop
Yard, which then appears under th#
ownership of one William Bail}.
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The Wheeler house was built of log*

and frame, and was a small and unpretentioushouse. This house, which was

surrounded by a small garden, stood a

few yards back from the east side of
the Ferry road, at what would now be
the southwest corner of 14th and M
streets southeast. A small burial lot,
containing, according to the drawing,
three graves, is shown in the middle
of 14th street, a few yards north of M
street. The drawing also shows three
graves on the Wheeler grounds, at
what is now the southeast corner of
14th and L streets southeast, and anotherburial plot, marked as containing
six graves. Is shown in lot 1025, Just
west of the west building line of 14th
street, midway between N street and
Virginia avenue southeast.
A rough and incomplete sketch of the

land to the east of the Wheele* propertyis shown. The circle at the "i*ashlngtonend of the Pennsylvania Avenue
bridge, where a number of streets and
avenues meet, is shown on Viltiam
Rally's farm, "Hop Yard," and Mnie.
Young's mansion," a house 20 by
36 feet, but whether of brick or frame
is not shown, stands in square1106, which land is now covered with
the graves of Congressional cemeterjMr. Atlee has made a copy of the plot
of "Hop Yard," surveyed by GeorgeFenwick, November 4. 1793, "Hop Yard"
being then owned by William Bally. He
says that this property was not called
"Hop Yard" or "The Hop Yard" because
hops were grown on the land, but that
the name was probably corrupted from
"Houp," the name of an earlier owner.
With the aid of some old surveys Mr.
Atlee has plotted the house of Abraham
Young in square 1054, at D street, Kentuckyavenue and 14th street east
"George Walker's mansion" in square862, at 6th street east and D street
north, and "Mrs. Prout's mansion" m
square 907, between L and M. 7th and
8th streets southeast. The Prout house
was a large one, being 42 by 4 3 fe» t.
The navy yard stands on what was
Prout land.

a
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Old Mount Vernon Souvenirs.
THE business of vending George

Washington souvenirs in the NationalCapital is an old one. This reflectioncomes to the Rambler as his
eye rests on an old account in The
Evening Star of Monday, January 19,
1857, of the cutting down of many
trees, the account says several thousand,on the Mount Vernon property,
when it was under the ownership of
John A. Washington, for conversion by
a well known citizen of Washington of
that period into George Washington
souvenir canes, picture frames and the
like. The'thought occurs as to how
many of these relics are sjtili preserved
in American households.
The account in question runs as follows:
The Washington correspondent of the Baltimore

American says: "Mr. James Cnltcbett. one of
our most enterprising citizens, has entered into a
contract with Col. John A. Washington, propriety
of the Mount Vernon estate, for several thousand
spare timber trees on the original lands belonging
to Gen. Washington.
"Mr. Crntchett has fitted up, near the railroad

depot, a spacious manufactory, with steim po»velanda large number of lathes and other machinery.for the purpose of converting these trees
into mementoes of the Fstber of His Country.
He will shortly commence the manufacture of
canes, picture frames, etc. The former will t*
facsimiles of that used by Gen. Washington.
"Each article will be stamped and warranted

of Mount Vernon wood, accompanied by certificateof Col. Washington aud the mayor of Washington.As the present proprietor of Mount
Vernon has hound himself to sell no wood 10

others than Mr. Cnitcbett for several years to

come, the public may rest assured thst all articles,If any should be in the market, are spurious,
unless accompanied by a certificate from the

parties named and by Mr. C.'s own slguature."
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Annapolis long has been represented
with a strong shooting team. Nearly
"thirty of the states usually send teams.
Far-off Hawaii for a number of years
past has sent a National Guard team
or high excellence.
The national matches were shot at

Seagirt, N. J., in 1903. 1905 and 190«; a

Fort Riley. Kan., in 1904. and at Camp
Perry, Ohio, in 1907, 1908, 1909, 1910,
1911 and 1913.
Last year no national matches were

held. Much of the army was assembled
on the Texas border, and. moreover,
appropriations were short. However,
lacking: appropriations, the states in all
but two divisions made no provision.
Hence, the only divisional matches were
at Seagirt and Jacksonville.

It has been urged in the past that
these national matches do not, after
all, really promote widespread target
practice, but work out to develop a

few very high-class men in different
parts of the country. To overcome
this criticism and to provide an incentiveto all riflemen to try for the high
honors, the board has changed the
rules.

*
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Here is the new rule:
"At least six of the shooting mem

bers of each team fn the national
team match shall be men who have
never heretofore shot as members of a
team in a national team match or a
national divisional team match. Provided,however, that the principals and
alternates of each team of the organizedmilitia participating in the nationalteam match must have been selectedby competition open to all officersand men of the organized militia
of such state; and not less than 39 per
cent of the principals belonging to
teams participating in such national
team match shall be enlisted men."
The board also determined to hold

the national matches this 3'ear for the
first time on the south Atlantic const,
believing- that such a selection would
help In arousing rifle shooting enthusiasmin the southeastern part of
the country. The range selected is the
splendid new range which the state
of Florida has erected on a 1,078-acre
reservation eight miles from Jacksonville,on the west bank of the St.
John's river. There the matches will
begin October 15 next, when weather
conditions promise to be ideal.

*
* *

Several thousand of the country's
best riflemen will assemble. State
teams will be transported to and from
Jacksonville at Uncle Sam's expense,
an appropriation of $50,000 for the purposehaving been Included in this
year's army appropriation bill.
The ranges on the Jacksonville

grounds are three in number.200, 000
and 1,000 yards.each equipped with
fifty targets. Thus 150 men can fire at
the same time.
So. while it cannot be said that PresidentWilson's Ideal of "a citizenry

trained and accustomed to arms" has
yet been attained, it will be seen from
the foregoing that the military authorities,Congress, the states, the «

ganizations devoted to the encouragementof rifle shooting and the individualriflemen of the country have not
been idle.
They are laboring, slowly pe-haps.

to bring the citlsenry up to that standardof proficiency in shooting that
characterizes the Swiss, a nation of
marksmen. ASHMUN BHOWN.
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